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Services

Student Accommodation

    Mensa, Cafeteria

    BAföG Department

    Studying with a Child

    Culture, Social Activities 

    Advice and Counselling

www.studierendenwerk-muenchen-oberbayern.de/

https://www.studierendenwerk-muenchen-oberbayern.de/en/
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Advice & Counselling

www.studierendenwerk-muenchen-oberbayern.de/en/advice-and-counselling-network/

https://www.studierendenwerk-muenchen-oberbayern.de/en/advice-and-counselling-network/
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Overview 

1. Living Costs and Expenses
2. Facts about Student Financing
3. Working while Studying
4. Work Regulations for International Students
5. BAföG and Scholarships
6. Conclusion and Q&A
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1. Living Costs and Expenses

Living costs as a student in Germany
● The living costs in Munich are rather high 
● Average living costs for students are: 1250-1300€. 
● You will need a minimum of 1000–1200 € per 

month only for living costs
● Working and an economical lifestyle can help to 

reduce expenses and make living in Germany more 
affordable

● But there are some fixed costs you should know 
about...

Link: Living costs in Munich, Heilbronn and Straubing

https://www.gs.tum.de/en/gs/welcome-office/living-in-the-munich-metropolitan-region/cost-of-living/
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1. Living Costs and Expenses
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31 Telephone, Internet *

Clothing *
Health insurance                     
 (for international students) 
Transport, Travel *
Leisure, Culture, Sport *
Nutrition *
Rent (in Munich) **

PLUS Semester contribution and
 tuition fees of your university!

* Quelle:* 22. Sozialerhebung DSW 2021 / **Hochschulstädte-Scoring  des Moses-Mendelssohn-Instituts (MMI)

https://www.bmftr.bund.de/SharedDocs/Publikationen/DE/4/31790_22_Sozialerhebung_2021.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=9
https://moses-mendelssohn-institut.de/aktuelles/hochschulstaedtescoring-wintersemester-2024-2025/
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1. Living Costs and Expenses

Rent will make up the largest 
share of your monthly costs!
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1. Living Costs and Expenses

Students in Germany often spend more than half 
of their monthly income on housing costs!

 **Hochschulstädte-Scoring  des Moses-Mendelssohn-Instituts (MMI)

https://moses-mendelssohn-institut.de/aktuelles/hochschulstaedtescoring-wintersemester-2024-2025/
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1. Living Costs and Expenses

Health insurance
● Health insurance compulsory for all students: 

approx. 140-150 € per month for public health 
insurance for students up to the age of 30

● Two types of health insurance: public and private 
insurance

● Please keep in mind: with private health insurance, 
you can no longer switch to public insurance 
during your studies!

www.tum.de/en/studies/application/enrollment-info-portal/mandatory-health-insurance

https://www.tum.de/en/studies/application/enrollment-info-portal/mandatory-health-insurance
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1. Living Costs and Expenses

Public Podcasting Fees
● Public Podcasting Fees are regulated by law, 

every household: 18,36 € per month
● You are committed to register regardless of the 

accommodation type you live in 
● „One dwelling – one fee“ If several persons live 

together: only one person pays the fee

Don't forget to register for the broadcasting fee 
to avoid reminder fees and repayment obligations!
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1. Living Costs and Expenses

www.rundfunkbeitrag.de/welcome/englisch/students_and_apprentices/

https://www.rundfunkbeitrag.de/welcome/englisch/students_and_apprentices/index_ger.html
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1. Living Costs and Expenses

Public Transport for students in Germany 
● Reduced „Deutschlandticket“ for students: 43 € per 

month in 2026
● Valid in public transportation within munich and most 

regional trains across Germany  
 

www.tum.de/en/studies/during-your-studies/mobility-at-campus

© Jan Eric Euler/Deutsches Studierendenwerk

© Jan Eric Euler/Deutsches Studierendenwerk

https://www.tum.de/en/studies/during-your-studies/mobility-at-campus
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2. Facts about student financing

How do German students finance their studies?
●  83% financial support from parents*
●  69% work alongside their studies in Munich*
●  15% get BAföG *
●    4% receive a scholarship*

* Quelle: 22. Sozialerhebung DSW 2021
© Jan Eric Euler/Deutsches Studierendenwerk

Students usually 
need multiple sources 
of income to finance 

their studies.

© Jan Eric Euler/Deutsches Studierendenwerk

https://www.bmbf.de/SharedDocs/Publikationen/DE/4/31790_22_Sozialerhebung_2021.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=9
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2. Facts about student financing

Time spent for studies and part-time jobs on 
average in 2021 per week *
●  Time required for the full-time study program

→ 34,6 hrs*
● Average time students spent for jobbing

→ 15,1 hrs*
●  Workload per week

→ 49,7 hrs*

* Quelle: 22. Sozialerhebung DSW 2021
© Jan Eric Euler/Deutsches Studierendenwerk© Jan Eric Euler/Deutsches Studierendenwerk

https://www.bmbf.de/SharedDocs/Publikationen/DE/4/31790_22_Sozialerhebung_2021.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=9
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2. Facts about student financing

Minimum wage does not apply to compulsory interships 
and internships lasting no longer than three months!

Minimum wage in Germany
● The legally defined minimum wage in Germany for 

students 2026 13,90 € per hour
● Students are also entitled to receive at least this 

legal defined minimum wage per hour for jobbing.
● Depending on the job offer you get, it can be more 

than the minimum wage!
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2. Facts about student financing

Link: The minimum wage in Germany

https://www.bmas.de/EN/Labour/Minimum-Wage/minimum-wage.html
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2. Facts about student financing 

Only certified tax advisors 
can advise on tax law!

  Taxes in Germany
● After registration at the residents’ registration office 

you will get a tax number → „Steuer ID“
● The basic tax-free amount in 2026 is 12.348 € per 

year 
● If taxes are deducted, you can file a tax return at 

the end of the year
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2. Facts about student financing

Link: Salary, taxes &social security

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/working-in-germany/working-environment/salary-taxes-social-security


2020Studierendenwerk München Oberbayern ▪ Stand: 01.01.2026

Social security contributions
● Anyone permanently employed in Germany usually 

pays social security contributions
● This includes contributions for health insurance, 

long-term care, pension and unemployment 
insurance 

● Working students in Germany have to pay social 
security contributions depending on 
- their employment status 
- the working hours
- the type of work they do

2. Facts about student financing



2121Studierendenwerk München Oberbayern ▪ Stand: 01.01.2026

2. Facts about student financing

Link: Social security in Germany

https://www.bmas.de/EN/Services/Publications/a998-social-security-at-a-glance.html
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3. Working while studying

Different types of jobs for students:

● Working student job 
-  „Werkstudententätigkeit“

● Marginal employment  
-  „Minijob“ 
   (part time - salary limit)

● Marginal employment 
- „Kurzfristige Beschäftigung“ 
   (short term – time limit) 

You can combine different job types!
Get advice from us!

© Jan Eric Euler/Deutsches Studierendenwerk
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3. Working While studying

Working student job -„Werkstudententätigkeit“
● Studies must have priority over employment:  

→ max. 20 hours per week during lecture period 
→ outside lecture period up to full time

● Less social security contributions than in a regular 
non-student part-time employment

● Health insurance as a student is obligatory
● No limit on your income
● Income is taxable

© Jan Eric Euler/Deutsches Studierendenwerk



2424Studierendenwerk München Oberbayern ▪ Stand: 01.01.2026

3. Working while Studying

Marginal employment – „Minijob“
● A so called „Minijob“ is restricted to a certain salary 

limit per month  → 603 € in 2026
● No social security contributions, except for 

pension insurance (exemption from pension 
insurance is possible)

● Tax is paid by the employer
● Health insurance as a 

student is obligatory

© Jan Eric Euler/Deutsches Studierendenwerk
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 3. Working While Studying

Marginal employment –  „Kurzfristige Beschäftigung“
● A short term employment, so called 

„Kurzfristige Beschäftigung“ is restricted to a certain 
time limit per year → up to three months or 70 days

● No salary limit
● No social security contributions
● Income is taxable
● For example: jobs during 

semester break, e.g. at trade fairs 

© Jan Eric Euler/Deutsches Studierendenwerk
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 3. Working While Studying

www.minijob-zentrale.de/DE/service/informationen-in-englisch/detailseite.html

https://www.minijob-zentrale.de/DE/service/informationen-in-englisch/detailseite.html
https://www.minijob-zentrale.de/DE/service/informationen-in-englisch/detailseite.html
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Working student position

 1. Only for enrolled students

 2. No restrictions on earnings     
     more than 603 € per month 

 3. Less social security                    
     contributions 
    (only pension insurance)

 4. Income is taxable

 5. Up to 20 hours per week          
     during lecture time

 Advantage: 
 Higher wage, good job entry           
 opportunity

 Please note: 
 Keep the 20-hour rule in mind,       
 otherwise other contributions          
 apply!

           Minijob

 1. Everyone can have it

 2. You can only earn up to 
    603 € per month

 3. Usually no social security       
    contributions (exemption         
    from pension insurance           
    possible)

 4.  No taxes – (only the              
     employer) 

 5. Based on minimum wage:      
    around up to 10 hours per     
    week

 Advantage: 
 No tax, no social insurance 

Please note: 
Do not exceed an average of 
603 € per month, otherwise it is 
no longer considered a mini-job!

Short term employment

 1. Everyone can have it

 2. No restrictions on earnings 
     more than 603 € per month

 3. No social security                     
     contributions

 4. Income is taxable 

 5. Time limit per year: up to     
     three months or 70 days

 Advantage: 
 Higher wage, flexible working       
 possibilities

 Please note: 
 Keep time limits in mind – if          
 exceeded, social security             
 contributions are payable!

 3. Working While Studying
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Working student position

 1. Only for enrolled students

 2. No restrictions on earnings     
     more than 556 € per month 

 3. Less social security                    
     contributions 
    (only pension insurance)

 4. Income is taxable

 5. Up to 20 hours per week          
     during lecture time

 Advantage: 
 Higher wage, good job entry           
 opportunity

 Please note: 
 Keep the 20-hour rule in mind,       
 otherwise other contributions          
 apply!

           Minijob

 1. Everyone can have it

 2. You can only earn up to 
    556 € per month

 3. Usually no social security       
    contributions (exemption         
    from pension insurance           
    possible)

 4.  No taxes – (only the              
     employer) 

 5. Based on minimum wage:      
    around up to 10 hours per     
    week

 Advantage: 
 No tax, no social insurance 

Please note: 
Do not exceed an average of 
556 € per month, otherwise it is 
no longer considered a mini-job!

Short term employment

 1. Everyone can have it

 2. No restrictions on earnings 
     more than 556 € per month

 3. No social security                     
     contributions

 4. Income is taxable 

 5. Time limit per year: up to     
     three months or 70 days

 Advantage: 
 Higher wage, flexible working       
 possibilities

 Please note: 
 Keep time limits in mind – if          
 exceeded, social security             
 contributions are payable!

 3. Working While Studying

The general provisions of employment law apply 
also to all students working in Germany!

For questions about employment law such as 
your employment contract get in touch with 

our legal advisory service (for enrolled students only).

https://www.studierendenwerk-muenchen-oberbayern.de/en/advice-and-counselling-network/legal-advisory-service/
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3. Working While Studying

How can I find a student job?
There are free websites to search for a student job  - 
only a few examples:
https://englishjobs.de/in/bayern
https://karriere.unicum.de
https://www.jobmensa.de
www.studis-online.de/jobben/studentenjobs.php
https://www.nebenjob.de
https://www.studentjob.de
https://de.indeed.com/Werkstudent-Jobs
https://www.stepstone.de
https://www.jobcafe.de
https://www.absolventa.de/werkstudentenjobs

https://englishjobs.de/in/bayern
https://karriere.unicum.de/
https://www.jobmensa.de/
https://www.studis-online.de/jobben/studentenjobs.php?city=m%C3%BCnchen&keyword=
https://www.nebenjob.de/
https://www.studentjob.de/
https://de.indeed.com/Werkstudent-Jobs?vjk=2c43a282313cdea1
https://www.stepstone.de/jobs/werkstudent/in-m%C3%BCnchen
https://www.jobcafe.de/
https://www.absolventa.de/werkstudentenjobs
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 3. Working While Studying

© Jan Eric Euler/Deutsches Studierendenwerk

How can I find a student job?
● Most job search engines are in german - use a 

digital translator!
● For job searching work with german terms like: 

- „Nebenjob“, „Teilzeitjob“, 
- „Werkstudentin / Werkstudent“, 
- „Hilfskraft“, „Minijob“, 
- „Studierendenjob…“
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3. Working While Studying
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3. Working while studying

How can I find a student job?
The university team („Hochschulteam“) at the 
Munich Employment Agency advises students: 
● Career planning during their studies  
● Finding internships and working student positions
● They help you with your application documents 

and offer workshops... 

Hochschulteam, 
Agentur für Arbeit München

muenchen.hochschulteam@arbeitsagentur.de

Agentur für Arbeit_Information_for_international_students.pdf

https://faszination-beruf.de/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/2025_Information_for_international_students.pdf
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4. Work regulations 
for international students
Students from EU, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway 
or Switzerland:
● No special permission from the immigration office is 

required, as the European Union promotes the free 
movement of people between its member states.

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/looking-for-foreign-professionals/entering/admission-labour-market/students

© Jan Eric Euler/Deutsches Studierendenwerk

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/looking-for-foreign-professionals/entering/admission-labour-market/students
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4. Work regulations 
for international students
Students from non-EU countries:

● You are allowed to work up to 140 full/280 half days 
per year

● A combination of both is possible
● Up to 4 hours it counts as half a day
● Vacation days and sick days don't count
● Alternatively, you are allowed to work up to 20 

hours per week 
● The immigration office will choose the best 

alternative for you

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/looking-for-foreign-professionals/entering/admission-labour-market/students

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/looking-for-foreign-professionals/entering/admission-labour-market/students


3535Studierendenwerk München Oberbayern ▪ Stand: 01.01.2026

4. Work regulations 
for international students
Students from non-EU countries:

● Self-employment or working as a freelancer is not 
permitted

● Work carried out online or for employers based 
outside Germany must also remain within the limits of 
your work permit

● Voluntary internships count towards a total of 140 
full/280 half days per year

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/looking-for-foreign-professionals/entering/admission-labour-market/students

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/looking-for-foreign-professionals/entering/admission-labour-market/students
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Student/resarch assistant: 
● Student/research assistant („HiWi“) jobs are positions 

at your university 
● Working days as student assistant do not count 

towards the total of 140 full / 280 half days per year
● No seperate permission from immigration authority 

needed
→ but you have to inform them!

● Examples: labratory/research 
assistant, working at the library 
at your university etc.

4. Work regulations 
for international students

© Jan Eric Euler/Deutsches Studierendenwerk

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/looking-for-foreign-professionals/entering/admission-labour-market/students

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/looking-for-foreign-professionals/entering/admission-labour-market/students
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4. Work regulations 
for international students

https://portal.mytum.de/schwarzesbrett/hiwi_stellen/

https://portal.mytum.de/schwarzesbrett/hiwi_stellen/newsboard_view?
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5. BAföG and Scholarships

BAföG
● BAföG (Bundesausbildungsförderungsgesetz) is 

the Federal Education and Training Assistance Act 
for university students in Germany

● BAföG is a social benefit for german students 
based on legally defined regulations

www.bmftr.bund.de/EN/Education/HigherEducation/Funding/Bafoeg/bafoeg_node.html
© Jan Eric Euler/Deutsches Studierendenwerk

http://www.bmftr.bund.de/EN/Education/HigherEducation/Funding/Bafoeg/bafoeg_node.html
https://www.bmftr.bund.de/EN/Education/HigherEducation/Funding/Bafoeg/bafoeg_node.html
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5. BAföG and Scholarships

BAföG
● International students with § 16 b of the Residence 

Act (AufenthG):
→ usually are NOT entitled!

● Students from the EU:
→ may have entitlement to BAföG 

● Non-German students who have lived in Germany 
for a long time before starting their studies:
 → may be entitled based on their Settlement Permit 

● Students who have fled war or have been granted 
refugee status:
→ may be entitled based on their Residence Permit
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5. BAföG and Scholarships

BAföG Advisory Service 
(Only for students within the area of responsibility of the Munich Student Union)

● General information on BAföG 
● Assistance to your 

BAföG application 
● Advice on individual questions 

and BAföG repayment
Contact:

●BAföG Advisory Service
●Phone: +49 8031 805 – 2256 Email: asberatung-rosenheim@stwm.de
●Phone: +49 8161 71 – 2496 Email: asberatung-freising@stwm.de
●Phone: +49 89 38196 – 1219 Email: beratung-m@bafoeg-bayern.de
●

www.studierendenwerk-muenchen-oberbayern.de/en/advice-and-counselling-network/bafoeg-advisory-services/

As an EU student or refugee, 
please seek personal advice!

mailto:asberatung-rosenheim@stwm.de
mailto:asberatung-freising@stwm.de
mailto:beratung-m@bafoeg-bayern.de
https://www.studierendenwerk-muenchen-oberbayern.de/en/advice-and-counselling-network/bafoeg-advisory-services/


4141Studierendenwerk München Oberbayern ▪ Stand: 01.01.2026

5. BAföG and Scholarships

Scholarship Advisory Service 
● Information about the range of scholarships for          

internationals
● Support in finding suitable scholarships
● Application checks
● Assessing your chances of receiving a scholarship

Contact Person:
Ms. Gulsara  Allerdings
Scholarship Advisory Service
Phone: +49 8161 71 - 1204
Email: stipendienberatung@stwm.de

●

www.studierendenwerk-muenchen-oberbayern.de/en/advice-and-counselling-network/scholarship-advisory-service/

https://www.studierendenwerk-muenchen-oberbayern.de/en/advice-and-counselling-network/scholarship-advisory-service/
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6. Conclusion and Q&A

Good to know…
● Consider that a full-time study is not compatible with 

a full-time job!
● Find a good balance between working and studying 
● Essential for many jobs: German language skills
● Make a plan for the whole 

duration of your studies 
● It is always good to keep a

financial buffer!
 

© Jan Eric Euler/Deutsches Studierendenwerk
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6. Conclusion and Q&A
Good to know…
If questions and problems in your studies or study 
financing occure seek advice in good time!

www.studierendenwerk-muenchen-oberbayern.de/en/advice-and-counselling-network/

© SiT/ Studierendenwerk München Oberbayern 

https://www.studierendenwerk-muenchen-oberbayern.de/en/advice-and-counselling-network/
https://www.studierendenwerk-muenchen-oberbayern.de/en/advice-and-counselling-network/scholarship-advisory-service/
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München

6. Conclusion and Q&A

General Advice and Social Counselling Service
Contact:

●Phone: +49 89 38196 - 1209 Email: asberatung-muenchen@stwm.de
Phone: +49 8031 805 - 2256 Email: asberatung-rosenheim@stwm.de

●Phone: +49 8161 71 - 2496 Email: asberatung-freising@stwm.de

Legal Advisory Service

www.studierendenwerk-muenchen-oberbayern.de/en/advice-and-counselling-network/general-advice-and-social-counselling/

Contact:
Mr. Gerald Lauber
Phone: +49 151 25734975

www.studierendenwerk-muenchen-oberbayern.de/en/advice-and-counselling-network/legal-advisory-service/

mailto:asberatung-muenchen@stwm.de
mailto:asberatung-rosenheim@stwm.de
mailto:asberatung-freising@stwm.de
https://www.studierendenwerk-muenchen-oberbayern.de/en/advice-and-counselling-network/general-advice-and-social-counselling/
https://www.studierendenwerk-muenchen-oberbayern.de/en/advice-and-counselling-network/legal-advisory-service/
https://www.studierendenwerk-muenchen-oberbayern.de/en/advice-and-counselling-network/scholarship-advisory-service/
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6. Conclusion and Q&A

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fUxebiS44ww
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/study-training/studies-in-germany/work
https://www.studierendenwerke.de/beitrag/jobbing
https://www.studierendenwerke.de/beitrag/job-regulations-for-international-students-in-germany
https://www.internationale-studierende.de/en/during-your-studies/jobbing
https://www.daad.de/en/studying-in-germany/work-career/side-jobs/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fUxebiS44ww
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/study-vocational-training/studies-in-germany/work
https://www.studierendenwerke.de/beitrag/jobbing
https://www.studierendenwerke.de/beitrag/job-regulations-for-international-students-in-germany
https://www.internationale-studierende.de/en/during-your-studies/jobbing
https://www.daad.de/en/studying-in-germany/work-career/side-jobs/
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Find us on our website, Instagram, Facebook, and Twitter:
www.stwm.de
@stuwerkmuc
#stuwerkmuc

6. Conclusion and Q&A

https://www.studierendenwerk-muenchen-oberbayern.de/
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Enjoy your studies!
© SiT/Studierendenwerk München Oberbayern
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